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August 24, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We hope this message finds you and your loved ones well. First and foremost, we would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you, our families, for your continued support of Edmonton 
Catholic Schools. We have experienced a very big shift in our traditional views of our everyday 
routines over the last few months and are happy to hear of the “near normal” return to our sites. 
As such, we are providing you, our families, with some updates during what we are sure has 
been a rather uncertain and tumultuous time. We as a school site and a Division, will continue to 
do our due diligence to ensure mitigation of risks, and delivery of the best quality education and 
care for your child(ren).  

As parents, and primary care givers, your role is paramount in ensuring the successful transition 
back into school. We ask that you take this time to help prepare your child(ren) in advance by 
creating opportunities for positive dialogue around proper hygiene practices, physical distancing, 
proper mask wear, and preparing them that school will look a little different, to make sure we 
keep your child and their friends safe. We promise, as educators, we will continue this dialogue 
with our students when they return to us.  

We appreciate your understanding in that this return to school is a fluid, continually evolving 
situation. We invite you to please see the additional attached document “ECSD Parent Re-Entry 
Plan” to read through (if you have not done so already). This document is a more in-depth 
handbook of the policies and procedures Edmonton Catholic Schools is committed to and will 
also be adhered to at our site. Our hope is that these two documents will help guide any 
misunderstandings or questions you may have leading into September and will be updated as 
more details are finalized. Our Division has sent parents a survey asking to identify the method 
of preferred instructional delivery for your child(ren). Please note that you have until noon on 
August 28, 2020, to choose your child’s learning preference for the beginning of the school year 
(“online” or “in person”). Log into your PowerSchool account 
(https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/)  to make your selection or contact us at the school office. 
At this point and time, students will not receive technology to borrow from the school if you are 
choosing the online option.  

We will continue to follow the guidance from the Ministry of Education and Alberta Health 
Services as this school year progresses. Once again, we thank you for your continued support in 
Edmonton Catholic Schools and above all else, our school community. 

 

Yours in education,  

Ken Pyra     Gosia M. Beringer 
Principal    Assistant Principal 
Kenneth.Pyra@ecsd.net  Malgorzata.Beringer@ecsd.net  
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To provide our students and staff ample opportunity to ensure best practices, 

we will be moving forward with a staggered entry start date for all our students. 

Our hope is that by having smaller groups in the building during our first couple 

of days of start-up, we are better able to effectively introduce proper sanitary 

policies and procedures, while minimizing congestion in areas. Please see below 

for your child’s first day of school:  

Staggered Entry 

Date Classes attending 

Wednesday, September 2 Kindergarten*, Grades 1-3, JFLA Grade 7 (only) 

Thursday, September 3 

half day 

Kindergarten*, Grades 4-6, JFLA Grade 8&9(only) 

JPII Grades 7-9 half day 

Friday, September 4 NO SCHOOL – Division Wide PD Day 

Monday, September 7 NO SCHOOL – LABOUR DAY 

Tuesday, September 8 First full day (school-wide)  

*Kindergarten students please refer to the attached Kindergarten document to see 

which specific day each child has been scheduled for intake.  

 

Students are being asked to use the Jean Forest Leadership Academy doors 

located on the east side of the building. Upon arrival, students will be greeted by 

a staff member who will guide them to the appropriate door. Busses will be 

disembarked one bus at a time.  

 

Health Screening 

Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common 

cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other respiratory disease before sending them to 

school. Staff will also assess themselves daily prior to entering the school. Any 

person who selects “yes” on any of the screening questions on the health 

assessment, will not be permitted to enter the school, pending further COVID-19 

testing.  

Should a student or staff member exhibit signs of illness while at school, they 

will be moved to our designated private area within our school. 

Parents/caregivers of the student will be notified and advised to pick up their 

child immediately. Please ensure that student emergency contact information is 

up to date. Follow-up testing will be required for any students presenting with 

symptoms and a negative test result will be required prior to their return to 

school.  

The safety and well-being of staff and students remains our priority. The 

strategies implemented at our site are in line with the direction from the 



      

Division, in adherence of recommendations from our minister of Education and 

the Chief Medical Officer of Health. As a school, we will continue to be guided 

by these directives and will remain responsive to any changes that may arise as 

the school year progresses. Consequently, these guidelines may change as 

circumstances may evolve.  

 

Doors/Entry Processes 

Doors to be used for entry and exit purposes will be clearly marked when 

students arrive to school on the first day. Staff will be present to help guide 

students to their appropriate doors. Hand sanitizer will be made readily available 

at all entrance sites into our building. To minimize congestion in hallways, we 

ask that when students step off their bus or are dropped off in the morning, they 

enter the building and head to their classroom. By staggering the entry by 

arrival times, we are minimizing congestion within our hallways.  

 

Students are being asked to use the Jean Forest Leadership Academy doors 

located on the east side of the building. Upon arrival, students will be greeted by 

a staff member who will guide them to the appropriate door. Busses will be 

disembarked one bus at a time. Please see the corresponding map (on the next 

page) for your reference.  

 

Classroom Entry 

Homeroom teachers will be outside of their classrooms each morning to greet 

their students and to ensure each student sanitizes their hands upon entry into 

their respective classrooms. Teachers will also practice proper hand hygiene 

with students throughout the day. Each classroom will have: two bottles of hand 

sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, and students will be spaced out (wherever 

possible).  

 

Parent Pick-Up/Drop-Off  

Adults bringing students to and from school are asked to please remain outside 

of the building at your child’s respective entrance/exit doors. We ask that you 

maintain a safe physical distance between yourself and those around you. Those 

who need to enter the school must book an appointment with the school office. 

Individuals without an appointment will not be able to enter the school. 

Individuals with an appointment are asked to report to the main office for entry 

into the school.  



      

 



      

Lockers 

At this time, lockers are not available for use. Students will keep their personal 

belongings with them. Students are encouraged to minimize the number of 

belongings they bring with them to school and to keep more costly items at 

home.  

 

Recess 

Students will be grouped into cohorts for recess. For our elementary students, 

morning and lunch recess will be staggered into two different groups: grades  

K-3 and 4-6. Additionally, we are currently considering grouping our junior high 

students into cohorts as well.  

 

Lunch 

Students are encouraged to bring healthy lunches from home that do not require 

the need to be heated, as microwaves will not available for use at this time. 

Additionally, daycares hot lunch program may also be restricted. All ECSD 

campuses are closed campuses, therefore students will not be able to leave 

school to access convenience stores or fast food providers. Similarly, food 

trucks and food delivery services will not be permitted. These measures are to 

ensure that, while at school, every effort is made to reduce the risk of exposure 

from outside sources. We will also continue with cohorting our students during 

lunch, to minimize large group gatherings.  

 

Cleaning 

Our school will be practicing COVID-19 cleaning standards as set out by the 

Division, which is aligned with provincial directives around cleaning and 

disinfecting. These increased measures include:  

 Purchasing provincially recommended COVID-19 cleaning supplies 

 Additional training for custodial staff 

 Removing any soft furnishings and area rugs from classrooms and 

common areas that cannot be cleaned to provincial standards 

 Frequently cleaning high-touch surfaces such as water fountains or door 

handles 

 More frequent cleaning and disinfecting throughout the school, with 

specific attention to washrooms, high-traffic areas and classrooms 



      

Our Division is procuring all COVID-19 cleaning and safety items on behalf of all 

our schools. This will help ensure all schools use products that adhere to health 

standards and meet requirements to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. It also 

ensures that all schools have equitable access to these supplies.  

 

Masks 

The present guidance from the Chief Medical Officer indicates that staff and 

students in grades 4-12 will be mandated to wear masks. Although not mandated 

for K-3, the use of masks is strongly recommended to help reduce the potential 

for transmission and exposure. Alberta Education will be providing two reusable 

masks for each student. Each student will receive their masks on the first day of 

school. Please ensure students have additional masks and arrive on the first day 

of school with a mask. Masks will be mandatory where physical distancing is not 

possible (i.e. on the bus) and when students are in motion within our building. 

Masks, however, will not be required while eating/drinking, during recess or 

while engaging in physical activity. Please note: any guests entering our site will 

be required to wear a mask. Additionally, City of Edmonton exemption cards do 

not apply in any ECSD building.  

There may be certain contexts in which enhanced personal protective equipment 

(PPE) is necessary and will be the expectation. This would include times when a 

student, staff, or guest becomes ill while at school and is required to isolate until 

they can be safely picked up and taken home. Other contexts include staff 

working with medically complex students for whom it is impractical to maintain a 

distance of two metres while working with the students.  

 

Assigned Seating 

In order to promote physical distancing, students will be assigned seating 

throughout the day, including at lunch. This is to maintain cohort integrity and 

help assist with contact tracing, if required.  

 

Supplies 

Students must use their own supplies as much as possible. Sharing of materials 

is discouraged.  

 

 

 



      

Washrooms 

Washrooms will be cleaned, and high touch areas disinfected several times 

throughout the day. Students may be assigned a particular washroom for use 

(based on proximity to classroom). There will be a maximum number of students 

allowed in the washroom at one time.  

 

Water Fountains 

Water fountains present a challenge in the effort to reduce transmission of the 

COVID-19 virus. Students are encouraged to bring water bottles from home, 

filled to start the day, and may subsequently fill those bottles throughout the day 

as needed. The use of water fountains will currently continue to ensure students 

have access to drinking water throughout the day.  

 

Physical Education 

Physical activity is an important element in student health and well-being. In 

order to provide physical education experiences for students: 

- Equipment will be cleaned before and after use 

- Activities supporting increased physical distancing are encouraged 

- Use of shared items or sports equipment is discouraged 

- Shared equipment will be cleaned before and after each use; users must 

perform hand hygiene before and after each use 

- Students are encouraged to come changed for their activities as lockers 

will not be accessible 

- Outside activities will be encouraged when and where possible (dress 

appropriately for the weather) 

- Fitness rooms are not accessible to students at this point and time. 

Division will re-visit this at a later date.  

 

Special Occasions 

There are clear provincial guidelines around food in schools during COVID-19. 

As a result, treats cannot be sent from home for birthdays or special days, and 

teachers will not hand out food or treats in the classroom. Potluck events, 

barbecues, food trucks or special lunch days (i.e. hot dog day) are all postponed 

at this time.  

 

 



      

Common Areas 

Common areas and intersections in hallways can result in students gathering. We 

will have measures in place to promote physical distancing in these areas, such 

as one-directional signage and limiting the number of students allowed specific 

areas during particular times.  

Students may be required to walk directly through some areas to prevent 

students from crowding together in groups. In high-traffic areas, such as the 

school office, posters and floor decals will remind students, staff, and guests to 

keep a safe physical distance. There will also be a maximum number of 

individuals who can be in the school office at one time. Staff will supervise these 

high-traffic areas and remind students of the need to adhere to any physical 

distancing protocols in place.  

 

Volunteers 

At this time, we are not allowing volunteers in schools. We value the support 

they provide us; however, this is in an effort to maintain cohort integrity and 

promote physical distancing. We hope to be able to welcome parent volunteers 

at a later date.  

 

Dismissal 

We will develop slightly staggered dismissal times, where feasible, to allow 

students the opportunity to exit the building, while minimizing congestion. 

Factors such as age, bussing and weather will all be considered. As a reminder, 

parents waiting for their children to be dismissed are asked to wait outside of 

the school.  

 

Transportation 

Parents and children/students should not be in the pick-up area or enter the bus 

if they have symptoms of COVID-19.  

Masks are required for all students in Grades 4-12. Students will be assigned 

seats and a record of this seating plan will be kept to assist with contact tracing. 

Students who live in the same household will be seated together.  

On the first day of school, we will have staff on hand to help with procedures for 

students loading and unloading to support physical distancing (where possible). 



      

If a student becomes symptomatic during the bus trip, the driver will contact the 

school to make the appropriate arrangements to pick up the child.  

There will be increased frequency of cleaning and disinfection of high-touch 

surfaces, such as door handles, window areas, rails, steering wheel, mobile 

devices, and GPS prior to each run. Families are encouraged to make alternate 

arrangements for transportation should thy not feel comfortable with their 

children on yellow busses or transit.  

Field Trips 

Field trips involving extended travel, overnight accommodation, provincial, 

national, or international travel are suspended until further notice. If a field trip 

occurs within close proximity to the school, including the local parish, and other 

safety protocols remain in place, they will be supported.  

 

Assemblies & Celebrations 

Assemblies and celebrations will be conducted in small groups or virtually within 

the school to adhere to appropriate physical distancing requirements. Cohort 

integrity is the priority focus when determining whether assembling students is 

required.  

Athletics & Extracurricular Activities 

Currently, extracurricular activities are suspended. These frequently involve 

travel, close contact, lack of cohort integrity. Further direction from the Division 

will be provided on this at the end of September.  

 

Options 

We will currently be proceeding with the options selected by students in the 

spring, while operating to ensure mitigation of risks. That being said, music and 

band classes will involve protective barriers (when possible). In-person singing, 

cheering, shouting or playing of wind instruments will be postponed at this time. 

In art, foods and drama, there will be no sharing of equipment or supplies, unless 

these items can be properly sanitized between uses. All participants should 

ensure they are practicing hand hygiene before and after each use. As much as 

is practicable, shared equipment and surfaces will be cleaned between use. 

Alternatives will be explored, such as including more theory than practice at 

times, to ensure keeping in line with health protocols.  

 



      

Family Choice 

In March, the Alberta government announced that in-person classes were 

cancelled indefinitely, and students shifted to distance and online learning. 

Students, families, and staff across our Division did a great job of navigating this 

sudden change.  

As we organize for 2020-2021, we know that all our students need access to 

high-quality, accessible instruction. We also recognize that in-person classes 

might not be appropriate for all families and staff, depending on their personal 

circumstances and well-being. This is why the Division is offering choice. A 

parent survey has been sent out by the Division in the last couple of weeks. 

Please complete the survey as soon as possible to ensure appropriate planning 

based on your choice.  

 

Quarterly System for 2020-2021 School Year 

Families will be able to decide, at four key times throughout the school year, 

whether their child will attend school in person or choose to learn at home 

through online instruction.  

To offer this choice, we are organizing the year into four instructional quarters, 

which will align with these key entry or exit times.  

- Quarter 1: September 3 to November 9 

- Quarter 2: November 10 to January 29 

- Quarter 3: February 1 to April 20 

- Quarter 4: April 21 to June 25 

 

School Council 

Our school councils continue to remain vital to the operations of our school. 

Parent voice and engagement are essential. School council members and the 

school administration may choose to meet via an online environment or face-to-

face. If meetings are to occur in person, they must meet outside the regular 

school day and follow school and AHS guidelines and protocols around hand 

sanitizer use, size of meeting, wiping surfaces, and maintenance of physical 

distancing. 

School councils are respectfully cautioned in the use of council funds to 

supplement Division-supplied materials and equipment related to COVID-19 



      

safety measures. Although well intentioned, the Division has approved vendors, 

and will continue to equitably provide resources according to the mandates as 

directed by AHS and in compliance with OHS standards.

 


